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for by thofe to whofe ufe it is applied, and
who enjoy the advantage.

_- Ifl'hil &ylc Of cquity per\'ndcs the civi/ in-
ftitutes of all civilized ftates, it would be
ftrange indeed if we fhould find that their
fundamental laws were lefs reafonable and juft;
and ftranger flill, were they fo perfeélly ini-
quitous. as to juftify political robbery in the
fovereign authority, the fource from whencethe
pureft ftreams of beneficence and juftice ought
to flow, by authorifing it to take from or give up
the property of individuals, which it is bound
by the moft facred of all obligations to pro-
te&t and defend, without making on adeguate
compenfation ; and that too for the benefit of
others, who are no more intitled to its pro-
teftion and juftice, than the fuffering and
defpoiled individual. But this never was
the law of any ftate, as the following autho-
rities of the moft learned authors on politic
law will irrefragably demonftrate,

Puffendorif, when treating of the funda-
mental law of tranfeendental propriety, or cmi-
pent domain, by which the fovereign authori-
ty of every ftate is authorifed to take, deftroy,
or difpofe of the property of individuals, when
it bpﬁﬂm Ffﬂﬁf_f to the ﬂh’f*ﬁa‘ Eﬁmf or J’f 1f o1y,
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find by which it is dound 10 malke mng&eryurm;
to the owners of it, fays,

“ I_t will be confeffed, agreéable to natural
equily, that when contributions are to be
made for the prefervation of fome particular
thing, every man fhould pay his guota, and
ane Thould not be forced 1o bear more of the
burtben than another ; and the fame holds
to be equity in commonwwealths. But becaufe
the flate of a commonwealth may be fuch
that either fome preffing neceffity will not
give leave, that every fubje@’s guotd thould
be collefted, or elfe that the public may be
found to want the ufe of fomething in the
pofleflion of fome private fubjed, it muft be
allowed, that the fovereign power may
feize upon it to anfwer the neceffities of the
Slate : but then, all above the proportion
* that was due from the proprietors, is to be

*“ refunded to them by the reft ‘of the fub-
et ®.”
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The fame author gives the following ex-
amples of the right of the fovereign authority,
to deflroy or refume the property of the fub-
Je€t, i virtue of this law :

# Puffendorff, b. viil, ¢, v, {. 7
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