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entered ‘into and compofe the union, f{hall
partake of its prntc{'tmn, and of every benefit
rcfulﬁng from it. Nﬂthing therefore can  be
more juft, than that not only the expenc
and burthens neceflary to maintain it, Dut
every facrifice made to preferve it, fhould be
equally diftributed and fuftained by o//.

If this were not the law of every civil fo-
ciety ; if the fovereign authority poflefled a
right to take or deﬂm}r the property of th
{fubject, which it s bound to protect, without
_making a juffl compenfation for it, the very dc-
fign of the union would be fubverted, and
mankind would have committed extreme {olly
in changing a flate of nature for civil focicty ;
becaufe in that ftate, although they were
_liable to fraud and violence, yet that fraud and
violence was prohibited by the laws of nature;
and it was lawful for the party injured, not
only to punifh the aggreflor for the perfonal
mnjury, but to make reprifals for the property
,ﬂf whic¢h he had been robbed or defrauded.
But in fuch a civil fociety as we have fup-
pofed, force and injuftice would be fan&ioned
b}?’ lﬂ.W, and mankind would be in a much
worfe condition than in a ftate of nature. The
iﬂjurﬂd and ruined fuhjcﬂ: could make no

reprifal upon the fovereign authority. He

il
I.!.l-\. Rl &l

[ 33 ]

Wwould remain, without a poffibility of remedy
under the load of oppreflion. But fo far i;
civil fociety from countenancing fuch extreme
wrong, that the principle of equal juftice and
individual prote@ion we have before -laid
down, is ftamped in the very nature of it, and
pervades all its regulations, whether they be
s civil inflitutes or Sundamental lagps, To
demonftrate this truth, we fhall produce, in
order, examples of both,

: In the civil inftitutes of every ftate, it is an
invariable axiom, that all facrifices of proper-
ty made by individuals for the public benefit
or accommodation, fhall be paid out of the
public revenue.

If houfes be pulled down, orpieces of ground
taken from an individual for the King’s high-
way, -an mnquelt fhall be ordered to afcertain
the value, and the amount fhall be paid out of
the public purfe.

If land be taken by the State from an indi-
vidual to ereét a public lmih]ilng on, for any
general public ufe, fuch as palaces, courts of
juflice, or public offices, compenfation fhall be
made to_the owner out of the public treafury,

50 if the property of an individual be taken
for the benefit of a county, corporation, or
lome particular private perfons, it thall be paid
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