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The intelligent mind will readily perceive,
that thefe mutual obligations and duties, which
form the political conne&ion between the {o-
vereign authority and the people, are effential
in every regular and juft government, and
cannot be difpenfed with on either fide, with-
out deftroying the bands, and fapping the
foundation, of its uNioN. For when the
people refufe, and withdraw their allegiance
from the fovereign authority, it neceflarily

lofes its power and fupport, and a ftate of

anarchy and injuftice muft enfue ; and when
that authority withdraws its juftice, ccafes
to protect the fubje@, and, againft his con-
fent, difpofes of his property without making
adequate compenfation, it becomes defpotic,
and fubverts the very defign of its inflitu-
tion. |

To underfland the importance of thefe co-
;’enauts" to the fafety and happinefs of the
fub]e&, it is neceﬂ'ary to know the meaning
and extent of the words proteélion and al-
legiance.  For this we muft look into the end
which mankind had in view, by giving up
their natural freedom and independence. Here
‘we fhall find that this end was, * to deliver
“ and fhelter themfelves from the evils inci-
“ dent to a ftate of nature, from the frauds
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* of the artful, and the violence and njuftice
“ - . o i 3 : il | - -
of the ftrong *; by lubmittibg to a power

more wife, more yuff, and more Srong than
they were in their natural and unconnefed
ftate. To attain this purpole, they formed
the union, appointed the lovereign ;mihurih',
and conferred upon it all the rights ai!;d
powers neceflary to afford this “ fhelter from
¥ Injuries ;” which, at the fame time, f{o-
lemnly engaged to afford it upen all occafions
againft all injuries. For this engagement is
not confined to any {pecified particular evils;
but in its own nature extends to all, both
foreign and domeftic, which men are liable to
n a flate of civil lociety. This is hhmply
what is meant by the word prOTECTION

under the laws of all civil {ocieties,

That it is fo under the laws of the Britith
conftitution, will appear from a number of
writs of proteCtion granted by the Kings of
England, to be found in the Regifter, and
cited at large in Calvin’s cale, 4 Coke’s Rep.
Thefe writs are directed to every {ubordinate
body politic, officers and perfons bound to
protect the fubje& under the ROYAL AvuTHO-
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