——men s

e o e B

i -

R T

‘ﬂwﬁ-’v"'

-

T
I e
R o % -

o '.h-.-_.-

x5 3

# of the nation determine the form of govern-
« ment and the manner of fucceeding to the
¢ throne, but are likewife the covenants be-
¢ tween the people and the perfon on whom
“ they confer the fovereigaty, which regulate
¢ the manner of government, and by which
“ the {upreme authority is limited.

“ They:are, as it were, the bafis and found-
¢ ation of the ftate, on which the ftructure of
‘ the government is raifed ; and becaufe the
¢ people draw from them their principal
“ ftrength and fupport.

 Thefe covenants are obligatory between
“ the contradling parties (the fovercign au-
* thority and the fubjet), and have the force
“ of laws themfelves. They are thofe pro-
“ mifes, either tacit or exprels, by which
“ princes, when they come to the throne,
“ bind themfelves, ecven by cath, of govern-
“‘ing according to the LAWS OF jusTicE
“ and EQUITY, Of confulting the public good,
“ of OPPRESSING NoOBODY, and of pre-
“ TECTING THE VIRTUOUS.”

Having given this general idea of the na-
ture and fubftance of the fundamental laws of
a regular flate, it is not neceflary to the fub-
jet before us to dwell more particularly on
thofe which relate to the union, and confti-
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tute the particular. form, of this great body
politic. We fhall therefore confine our obfer-
vations to thofe which have eftablifhed the
mutual obligations ‘and duties between the
fovereign authority and  the people, and by
which' the right of ‘the Loyalifts to compen-
fation is inconteftably eftablithed: Thefe laws
are- truly ‘ot the hrft importance. They
form the great bulwark of the people’s rights
and fréedom, and are the only fecurity they
pofle(s for 'their defénce and fafery, againft
both domeltic and forcign injuries. They
cegard the protedtion due from the fovereign
authority to ¢very fubjeéct, and the allegiance
due from every {ubjet in return, by which
the former is bound to-protet the Iu;trf:r, and
the latter-to give the former his allegiance in
all things neceflary to that prote&ion,

“ By this law,” fays Burlamaqui, * the
“ fubject promifes his allegiance to the prince
(or fovereign authority), upon condition that
* he will prote& him; and the prince, on his
“ fide, promifes the fubje prote&ion, upon
* condition that he will obey him.  Without
*“ this law, a fubje@  cannot be obliged to
* obey the prince, nar can he be'dbliged to
*“ protect ‘the fubject, at leaft by any perfect
o And Lord Coke declares,
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