here mean neither the preferiptive, common,
nor ftatute laws, but thofe fundamental laws

.
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which form and eftablifh civil fociety ; laws
fo facred in their nature, that they are not
fubje& to alteration or repeal, cven by the

fovereign authority itfeif.
they are thofe laws which were

On th: contrary

rl ‘
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before the municipal inflitutes of the ftate
could exift ; from which the latter derive all
their authority, and which the fovercign legil-

lature 1s, by the moft facred princi
nour and juftice, bound to preferve inviolut

imL;; of ho-

¥

not only as the dafis and foundation of its own
powers, but as the deareft birthrights and
facred pledges for the protection and bappine/

o the people

Thefe laws, although too little underftood,
are treated of by 'many learned and eminent
authors, among whom there is no difference
in opinion refpe@ing them. To their autho-
rity all fovereigns and their fubje@s cither do
~or ought to appeal, as to the proper flandards
OT dﬂﬂiﬁﬂn, ‘whenever {ﬁrputc.-‘. h.‘li-imrl I'C-
ipedting the powers and obligations of the
firft, and the rights and privileges of the lafl.

They are in fubflance,

I. The covenant'or law by which each in-
dividual engages with a// tbe refl to join for

F
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ever in one body, and to regulate with one
common confent whatever relates to their com-
mon proteflion and prefervation,

2. The law by which the form of govern=
ment is fettled, the fovereign authority ap-
pointed, its powers modified and limited, and
its obligations and duties to the individuals
who compofe the fociety are defined and fhixed,
And,

3. That law which eftablifhes the mutual
covenants between the fovereign authority and
the fubject, by which that authority folemnly
engages to confult, upon all occafions, the
common benefit and fafety, and to afford to
every individual egual protection againft the
evils of a ftate of nature; and by which every
fubje@t promifes, in return for that protec=

tion, bis fidelity and a legiance to the lovereign
authority,

By fuch laws, either tacit or exprefs, every
regular flate or perfe@ government is formed
and bound, not excepting even that of abfolute
mt'.march}" and confequently that of Great
?I.'ll:ain. Burlamaqui, in his Treatife on Po-
litic Law, defines them in the following
manner :

* The fundamental laws of a ftate are not

onlythofe decrees by which the entire body
D i '["'.‘i.
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