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confent, or to fuffer them, after difpofing of
their property, to return to their former alles
glance. But in either cafe, if dire neceffity
fhould compel the fovereign authority to fur-
render, by the exprefs terms of the treaty,
the property of a part of its fubjeds, together
with its own rights ; “ and to wound a part,
* that the whole empire may not perith *;”
reafon and juftice, as well as the obvious prin-
ciples of the focial compadt, evidently require
that the facrifice thus made for the public good,
and the lofs thereby fuftained, fhould be com=-

penfated at the public expence ; and if great

and important advantages are fecured by fuch
{urrender to the other part of the community,
the right of the fufferers to compenfation is
{till more clearly eftablithed, for it is become
2 debt due not only from Juftice but alfo from
gratitude.

* Vid. Lord Shelburne’s Speech,

HE Commiffioner on the part of Grea

Britain did Propofe a reflitution of the
confifcated property ; but the anfwer made by
the American Commiffioners was, that they
had no power from the feveral States to re~
ftore it; and, if they had, they muft infift
upon - compenfation for the defolation and
damages committed by the Britith forces, on
the towns, private houfes, and properties of
the American citizens, contrary to the rules of
war, an account of which had been taken by
order of Congrefs. Upon this it was agreed,
that no actual ftipulation fhould be made for
fuch reftitution ; but that it fhould be left to -
the pleafure of the States, either to keep the
property confifcated as a fatisfation for fuch
defolation and wafte, or to reftore it: that,
however, Congrefs fhould. recommend to the
States to makf; the re&ﬂmﬁnn; and IIPDI}-_*HS |
the peace wag made, and the reftitution leftito

il

the ﬁ!f.c;/.&rf of thEStﬂfﬂ-ﬂi Fere

Upon  this ground, when the States took
nto coniideration. the refolve of Cﬂngre& Te=
9 com-




