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and confifcation, and confequently their right
to hold the conhfcated property under thofe
als. His Majefty further, for himfelf; his
heirs and ¢ fucceflors, relinquithes all claim
“ to the government, his property and terris
“ torial rights of the faid States, and every

\ ¢ part thereof;” by which his Majefty has

spanifeftly and; adtually ceded all his right to
the government aad property, and ‘every
wight incident to the dominion of the terri-
tory ; in which it muft be confefled is included
the confifcated  property. For it cannot be
contended, that his Majelty, by the word
 relinquifh,” only meant to *“ forflake,” and
merely “ abandom” the government, pro=-
pricty, and territorial rights of the States.
To do this, no treaty, but a mere withdraw-
ing of the Britifh forces, was neceflary; and,
in that cafe, the title of the Crown of Great
Britain to the government and foil of the co-
lonies, would not have been given up. But,
furely, the intent and meaning of his Majelty
was to “ releafe, give up, and cede” (as the
word relinguifb in all treaties imports) “-all
% his claim” to the dominion and fovereign
rights of the country, * and of every part
* thereof.” In this light, we imagine, the

United Siates underftood the treaty when they
ratified it. Indeed, this is the declared in-
tent
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tent of the treaty itfelf, whichis, “ to {ecure
“ to both parties perpetual peace and har-
“ mony,” afd to exclude “ all feeds of dif=
“ cord.”  Now, if the word relinguify only
means to forfake ot abandon, then there is no

peace nor harmony fecuréd: The fame cau_ﬁ_:i |

of quarrel remain as before the treaty.

i

There is no point more clearly fettled by th;: |

law of nations, than that a mere abandonment:
of a country, transfers to the conqueror no
right either to the dominion or foil. The fo-
vereign, who abandons it, may, at any time
after, lawfully refume his right, or make war
on the poffeflors until it is obtained ; fo tha#
if his Majefty has not by treaty actually ceded
the confifcated property, he may lawfully go
to war with the United States for the recovery"
of it; or he may grant letters of reprifal to
the Loyalifts for the injuries done them by
the States. Such is the mifchief in which
this abfurd diftinGion would involve both

countries !

It is painful to be obliged to anfwer every
trivial obje&ion to fo plain a claim. But as
we have no hope, however diftrefling our
fituation, or juft-our right, or however Ic:ng
that right has remained undifcufled, nf: being
heard, cither by ourfelves or counfel, in the
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