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making their peace with the new States; ifor
thofe States had condemned them to die, and
the Britith government, by acknowledging
their fovereign powers, had ratified the unjuft
fentence. |

Befides, this diftin&ion is founded in an af-
fertion which is not true, that * Great Bri-
% tain has only relinquifhed or abandoned the
“ confifcated property of the Loyalifts, and
“ did not cede it.” Upon examining the
fatts, it will be found that the Britifh forces
remained in the pofieflion of New York,
Long Ifland, and Staten Ifland, and all the
fortifications on the lakes, with more than one
half of the territory ceded, long after the
treaty ; and that in thofe diftri¢ts much of the
property confifcated remained ‘in the actual
pofleflion of the Loyalifts at the time it was

given up, in purfuance of the treaty*, It is
allo

* Georgia had not only been recovered out of the hands of

the infurgents in 1779, but the province was put at the peace
of the King by his Majeity’s Commiffioners, and the King’s
civil government reftored, and all the.loyal inhabitants re-
quired by proclamation to return to their feitlements, and an

aflembly called, and aftually fubfifting, and all the civil officers .

i the exercife of their fun&ions, when orders came in 1782
to evacuate the country, and deliver it up to the rebels, which
was done accordingly without any flipulation in faveur of the
attainted Loyalilts, or their confifcated properties, although
the force of the rebels in that country was {o inconfiderabie,

: ; that
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alfo a fa@ which can be proved, and what the
Minifter will candidly confefs, that the con=
filcated property was, by a mutual contrad®,
given up to the United States, as a confidera-
tion and fatisfaltion for, and in difcharge of
the damages done by the feizures and defola=
tion of the property of the American citizengg¥

alleged by them to’ have been committed h§ i
the Britith forces, and as a part of the put> »
chafe and price of peace. Do thefe falts {h
a {ingle feature of a country merely abandone
or do they not prove that all the property
confifcated has been aQually ceded? = "

When we look into the treaty itfelf, we
find that the words and fenfe of the parties
confirm the fame truth. His Majefty * ac-
“ knowledges” the people of the terrii:urx,
who were before bound to him by the moft
facred obligations of allegiance, to be * free,
“ fovereign, and independent States.” By
this acknowledgment, and thus treating with
them, he in law pardoned their offences againft
the Crown, releafed them from all their poli=
tical duties to the Britith State, and confirined

their ufurped rights of government OvVer the

territory, and with them the aés of attainder

that the Loyalifts offered to the King’s General to preferve the
province for his Majefty, if he would leave them a fingle re-

giment of foot and the Georgia Rangers to affift them. =)
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