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of the infurgents. -Hence, and hence only,
their property was confifcated and their per-
fons attainted, and many of them put to an

ignominious death, through a want of that
prote€tion which was due to them by law, .

and for which the Royal faith and parlia-
mentary declarations were unequivocally and
‘{folemnly pledged ; and hence, “ their pro-
¢ perty was confifcated, and remained in the
“ hands of the American States at the time of
* the treaty.” Are thefe reafons, why they
ought not to be-compenfated for property
thus loft? Are {fuch fubje@s lefs entitled to
compenfation than the peaceable and inaétive
citizen, whofe cattle have been deftroyed to
prevent infeflion, or whofe fhips have been
deftroyed to prevent the plague, or whofe
goods have been deftroyed by rebels and
traitors, or ceded in a treaty with the terri-
tory? For in thefe inftances, the cafes cited
from the Journals of Parliament evidently
fhew, that ample compenfation ought to be,
and has ever been made. Does not their
claim ftand upon much higher ground of
public merit than any of the cafes cited, or
than any ever vyet brought before any
tribunal; and is it not only eftablifhed
on the fame law, but on a rock which
¢annot be fhaken, the faith of Majefly, and
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But the property of the Loyalifts was con=
fifcated and 7 the bands of the Americans be-
fore the treaty, and Great Britain was a&ﬁ:ged
to relinguifh it, but did not cede it. Thisisa
diftin&tion which is truly more a fubje& of
ridicule than ferious refutation. It is what
the logicians call a diftinétion without a dif=
ference. For whether Great Britain merely
abandoned (which feems to be the meaning of
the objeftion, if it means any thing) or ceded
the property confifcated to the American
States with the territory, it cannot vary the
law upon the claim. For we have thewn,
that at the time their eftates were confifcated,
and before the treaty, their right to prote@ion
and the obligation which his Majefty and Par=
liament were under by law, and their repeated
promifes to afford it, were violated, and their
right of courfe to cqmpenfatinn complete.

But fuppofing America had been merely
abandoned, the Britith State did not leave the

Loyalifts at the time any one privilege of
abandoned fubjects. - Many of them had no
property to defend, for that had been long be-
fore loft through a want of public protection,

They were left no choice of {fubmitting and
making




