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what might have been, in the then deranged
flate of our public affairs, the lofs the nation
might have fuftained in its territorial poflel-
fions. From thefe burthens, loffes, and dan-
gers, great as they were, the nation has been
hapPiiy relieved, by giving up the property of
a few of its fubje@s. And as it is now certain
the debt due to the Loyalifls will be much lefs
than one fifth of the expence of one year's
campaign, which was the fuppoiition of the
Minifter who nfg{}Ciﬂt{:l.l the peace, 1t 15 evi-
dent that an immenfe gain thercby accrued to
the nation ; but when the other favings and
benefits are thrown into the fcale, the proits
are {o great that they admit of no calculation,
and the confideration to be paid for them finks
below comparifon.

There are certain duties fo ftrongly enforced
by moral obligation, that nothing will juftify
a violation of them but inability or impoffibi-
lity to perform them ; fuch as, the payment
of a debt juftly contra&ted ; the fulfilling a
promife made for a reafonable and juit con-
fideration ; the making fatisfaction for injuries
fuftained through a violauon of a juft cove-
nant or engagement, or a juft recompenfe for
benefits received at the expence of others; and

adequate gompenfation for damages or injuries
done.

[ #33 §

done *. Thefe are moral axioms, which carry

with them no lefs evidence than mathematical
demonfirations. In all thefe cafes, the moral
obligation has been efteemed fo great, that
the legiflatures of States have fubjefted the
property to leizure, the perfon to perpetual
imprifonment, and, in fome inftances, obliged
the ‘debtor to give up his freedom and the
produce of his labour, until the duty is fully
difcharged. The debt due from the nation is
certainly of this kind. The human mind can
conceive no duty where the moral obligation
to difcharge it, is more folemnly enjoined by
the laws of God and man. Itis a debt due
from the whole people of Great Britain, not
only arifing from the moft important fervices
done, but from a two-fold violation of their
public faith and engagements. The property
of the Lovyalifts has been loft, through a breach
of the facred engagement entered into by the
{fovereign authority, and confirmed by the el-
{fential laws of the State, #o proteét them; and,
as the nation is reprefented in, and ats by,

® « No human eflabliliment, no connetion into, which
« mankind 'can enter, can fuperfede the obligation of that
 general and inviolable law of nature, that the damage we
¢ have done to another fhould be repaired, except the fuffer-
¢ ers have manifeftly renounced their rght to reparation.’’
Burlamaqui, part iii. ¢. 5. {. 14.
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