
SUPPLEMENTARY  T O  T H E  G R A N D  MANAN HERRING
FISHERY R E P O R T .

S A I N T  ANDREW&  7th DE C E M B E R , 1836.

G E N T L E M E N,

vvE have carefully examined the Draft of your Report on the Grand Manan
Herring Fishery. It is very ably and skilfully drawn up, and exhibits

much investigation and extensive research. The subject is certainly a perplexirlg
one,  and experience proves that those best acquainted with the Fisheries, from the
Davys, the Smiths, and the Frasers, down to the C&combs  and the Guptails, often
differ very essentially among themselves. Although the opinion that the Arctic
regions  are alone the birth place and native country of the Herrings, appears now
to be generally exploded, yet -it must be admitted that they spawn somezuhere,  and
that too in no inconsiderable quantities; and we are fully persuaded, that the shal-
lows in the vicinity of Grand Manan have been, for many years, regularly visited
by vast numbers  of them for that purpose. This essential portion of the natural
history of the Herrings appears to us to be fully confirmed by the united testimony
of all those fishermen at Grand Manan,  whu have had the best opportunity of becom-
ing acquainted with the subject, and it appears to be corroborated by a late Peti-
tion from the north of Scotland to the imperial Parliament, numerously and respect-
ably sigtied,  setting  forth that the fishermen had discovered the places where the
herrings &posit  their q~~wn,  anil,  were destroying  the mother herrings in the man-
ner complained of at Grand Manan. It also appears to US, from the united and
almost  unanimous testimony of the witnesses examined at Grand Manan,  that the
herrings since the year 1831,  have, under the operation of the protecting Laws, con-
tinued gradually to increase.

It will be unnecessary for us to state, at full length, the points wherein we seem
to differ. We certainly most cordially agree with that essential part ofyour  con-
clusion, wherein you recommend 1( that such regulations be continued regarding
the Jisheries as have been found to adzfantage,”
recommendations, comprising

but there are several opinions and
in fact a very material part of your able Report, to

which  we cannot conscientiously subscribe.

We have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servants,
THOMAS WYER,
JAMES BROWN, Jtmv

~~ J&n Allen,  Lauchlm Donaldson, Thomas Bmlow,  and fohn  Ward, %quiresl


