
To the Honorable James IL Flemming,

Provincial Secretary of the

I?rovince of new Brunswick.

Sir:-

Under the terms of a commission

directed to me under the Provisions of Chapter 12 of the

Consolidated Statutes of I?ew Brunswick 1903, I held an

investigation into the complaint made against Kiles  B.

Dixon, %quire, Registrar of I'robates, Clerk of the County

Court and Clerk of the Circuit of the County of Albert,

that he resides at Riverside in the said County eleven

miles from the Shiretown where the public offices for the

County officials are situated, and that he does not attend

regularly at his said office in the Shiretown to the great

inconvenience of the people of Albert, and praying that

the matters of the said complaint including a resolution

of the County Council of the said County in reference

thereto by investigated and immediately remedied.

An investigation was held at Albert

on the sixteenth and seventeenth day of February 1909 and

at the Shiretown on the ,eighteenth.

?F+re 7. 0. Wright, Secketary Treasurer

of the County of Albert was subpoenaed before me to produce

the records of the proceedings of the Albert County council,

buton the production of the minute book, no record was

found of the resolution,as  the minutes of the Albert County

Council,for some time pas&were not written up. The

original resolution introduced and passed by the Council

and signed by Y?. 0. Wight Ysquire, Secretary Treasurer and



Jordan Steeves,Esquire,  as Barden,  wa,s produced as

follows:-

Tt is moved by Coun. I. C. Prescott and

seconded by Noun. G. TI. 'Fsrescott:  Whereas, great

inconvenience results from the offices for the

Clerk of the County Court, at the shire town, and

the office of. the Registrar  of "rebates and the

offioe  of the Clerk of the Pease noy begng regul-

arly attended. It is ordered that the said office,

at the shire town, be kept open henceforth, from

the hour of one o'clock, in the forenoon, till the

hour of four of the clock, in the afternoon, daily,

holidays and Zundays excepted, for the despatch

of the business connected with the said several

offices. Carried?

A great deal of evidence was submitted in

connection with this case and from the evidence there

appears to be a very strong feeling against Yr. Dixon..

Zr, Dixon, on page 76 0.f the evidence, says:-

“Coming down to this resolution of the council: it is

true they did pass this resolution, not unanimously,a.nd,

in fact, one of the councilors told me afterwards that

he did not understand the matter, what it implied, or he

never would have voted for the resolution.

I went on, after that resolution, just the same as I

did before, for the simple reason that I knew they had

no power to pass such a resolution; they had no power to

control my office hours. I felt if I allowed them- to do

that, it might result in their passing a resolution as

to what I: should eat or what I should drink.



Kr. Jonah: Or wherewithal shall you be clothed?

A. Yes.

Commr: I suppose you would not object to that part?

A. If they passed the resolution a,nd furnished the goods

I would not object to that. I did not want to ignore their

wishes, but I felt I was serving the public just as well

by going on as before. I was attending at Popewell Cape

once a week, sometimes twice. I would go up in the morn-

ing and sometimes be there from 10 in the morning till four

in the afternoon, sometimes longer; it would just depend

whether there was anything to do there. There was very

little to do except to keep up the records of the probate

court. I do not remember any occasion when any one called,

in conr,cction  i:vith the offices, any time I happened to be

there. That is the reason why I did not go and stay there

every day, except Sundays and holida.ys, frop 1 o'clock till

4. It practically meant I had to give up all other business,

because, if T carried out that resolution it simply meant

I could not take up suits or attend examinations or anything

because I could not always  be free, but at one o~cloc1: would

havz to rush to my ofFice in obedience to this

resolution, tind I tvill shon you presently tl-;at the emoluments

from this office do not warrant s:oh a request?

It would appear that while Xr. Dixon states

he did not want to ignore the wishes of the county Council,

as a fact, he did.

VWr. Dixon takes the point that the Albert

County Council had not power to pass the resolution directing

him to attend at the County office at Hopewell Cape. I do

not make any finding in law as to the right of the Albert

County Council to pass the resolution. I find however as a

facet that if the Albert County Council had power to @ass the



resolution, that 1%. Dixon has wantonly disobeyed it.

I personally inspected the vault and record

office at Eopewell Cape and find the records and papers

in g00a oraer.

The County does not provide a caretaker for

the County Building and in order to use the building,

it would be necessary for far. Dixon to a%tend there

and light the fires and clean up the offices. P?r.

Dixon subqitted to me, that he could hardly be expected

to do this work when there was no remuneration for it.

Tf_Ir. Charles A. Teck, 11. C. was in attendance

on me two days at this examination and I: would submit

that he be allowed 5 fee of Twenty Five Dollars.

Tff&‘-r. Dixon was present tno days at Albert and

one say at "oyewcll t)q+. It ws neces;Y,ary that he

should be present on hi_s o-.~n behalf.

I herewith trans!r;it you ,T: copy of the evidence

and a statement of the expenses in connection with this

investigation.

I ha*ve the honor to be,

Yours truly,


