
SEAT OF GOV

Fredericton,  2nd lki!arch,  1859.
SIR,-Having been appointed by His Ex:ellencv the Lieutenant Governor, under

date of 27th September last, as Commissione-*s “ to-enquire into and make an estimate
(‘ of the probable expense which would be incurred in removing the present Seat of
66 Government to Saint John, and to report on the same,” we have the honor to state,
for the information of His Excellency the Lieutenant  Governor, that we have attended
to that duty, and after duly considering the ,various circumstances brought under o u r
consideration in the course of our enquiries, vve are of opinion, that a Building for the
Legislative Halls, Supreme Court, Committee Rooms, Crown Land ofices, Secretary’s
Ofices, Office for the Clerk of the Pleas, Legislative Library, Office for His Excel-
lency the Lieutenant Governor, Auditor’s Office, and the Receiver General’s Office,
together with the necessary accommodation for fuel and so forth, can be erected at a
cost of from 225,000 to g30,000,  exclusive 0’ the ground, and that ground can be had
in eligible situations at a cost of from g4,OOO to &X0,000,  according to extent a n d
locality.

We are also of opinion, and beg to report, that a suitable Residence for the Lieu-
tenant Governor of the Province can be blliit  and finished at a cost of from &lO,OOO
to +U2,000,  including the necessary Out-Buildings and Offices, in a desirable situation
at a convenient distance from the City, exclusive of the cost of Land, and that sufficient
ground can be procrlred for the purpose at a cost of g2,OOO to &5,000,  depending upon
the extent of ground required and the situation that may be selected.

The above Estimates may be considered
Supposing that the Corporation of Saint

for the Legislature and Public Offices in a
Building only would have to be estimated.

Taking the lowest Estimates, including
result will appear as follows, viz :-

ES the two extremes.
John will provide ground for the Building
suitable situation, then the expense of the

the cost of Land for both Buildings, the

Cost of Building for Legislative Hzills, . . . . . . . . ~25,000 0 0
Cost of Ground, . . . . . . . . ..I ’ . . . . .a.. 4,000 0 0

&29,000 0 0
Cost for Government House, . . . . ElO,OOO 0 0
Cost of Ground for ditto, ..*. 2,000 0 0

- - 12,000 0 0

Total, ..* . . . . . . . . &41,000  0  0L

The highest Estimate will be as follows:---
Legislative Halls, &c, . . . . a*<-*
Grounds, . . . . . . . . . . . . l . . .

..‘. .i.. g30,ooo  0  0
.

. . . . . . . . 10,000 0 0
--m

6:40,000 0 0
Government House, . . . . .,.. iEl2,OOO  0  0
Grounds, l .** . . . . I . . . 5,000 0 0

--II - 17,000 0 0

Total, ..a. C,.C. ,... iigiiiio
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The mean of these Estimates is &49$X10,  and the addition of the cost of excavating
the Foundations, enclosing and improvirlg  the Grounds, and additional Furniture for
the  Legis la t ive  Hal ls ,  &c. say &“lO,OOO,  will make &59,000,  or in round nwhers,
E60,000, which may be taken as a very safe Estimate.

The above Estimates are made upon the basis of the selection of suitable Sites on
the eastern side of the Harbour, and upon Buildings not only convenient but ornamental.

Should the CorDoration of’ the Citv of Saint John furnish a suitable site for the
Legislative Buildiigs, the result would lo e as follows :-
.

Lowest Estimate,
Less cost of Ground, :I::

l *.* E41,OOO 0 0
..*, 4,000 0 0

v-3_---

Highest Estimate,
::I:

..ve $57,000  0 0
Less cost of Ground, . . . * 1 0 , 0 0 0  0 0

- -_1v .--

&37,000  0 0

&47,000 0 0

The mean of these will be ..e. *a.. . . . .
Adding to this the allowance fsr excavations, en-

closing and improving the +ounds, as before,

Would make the whole cost, ,... ..*. .,..

On the western side of the Harbour there are several sites equally convenient to
the City, and presenting considerable adtfantages  over those to be found on the eastern
side, and to be had at less cost, but we do not deem it necessary to alter these Esti-
mates, considering them applicable to either side of the Harbour, under the impression
that the difference in the cost of Land in favor of the western side, would not do much
more than meet the additional expense of conveying the materials to the ground.

We have also to submit herewith, an offer of the Building now in part occupied bv
the Customs and Treasury Department t for the sum of &20,000;  to which is to b&
added the expense of altering the present internal arrangement, and finishing the same
SO as to make it suitable for the purposes of the Government, say about &S,OOO,  making
the cost &28,000 ; also an offer to rent the two stories of this ‘Building, below the level
Qf Prince William Street, for EiOO per zlnnurn for ten years. Adding to this the rent
now paid by the Province for the Customs and Treasury Ofices, &iOU,  will make a
direct saving of $800 per annum, equal to the principal of f13,333 6 8, thus leaving
to the Province an outlay of $14,666 15 4, so far as relates to this Building.

We would remark, that this property, in point of economy, presents advantages over
either of the preceding Estimates, as it i; large enough TV afford all the accommodation
required for the Customs and Treasury Dep:artments, in addition to the other Public
Ofices ; but looking to the future of the Province, and to the locality of the Buildings,
without any available ground except that on which the Building stands, it will be a
question for the Legislature to decide whether the situation is.in every respect desirable.

We spent some time in visiting and e:;amining several localities on both sides of the
River, but as our duties are confined to time  estimate of the cost of removing the present
Seat of Goverrhrnent, we do not feel justiSed in recommending any particular situation,

After mature deliberation, we deemed it prudent to advertise in the public papers
for Tenders from parties having Properties suitable for the purposes of the C;overn-
ment, and we beg to submit herewith a copy of the ,4dvertisement,  together with the
several Communications received.

We have also to submit Plans of the proposed Buildings, together with an offer to
construct the Government House for the sum of &lO,OOO,  and the Province Building
for g25,000, according to design No. 1 Ilf these Plans, which it may be here observed
is calculated to accommodate seventy five? Members in the Legislative Council Chamber
and one hundred and fifty Members in :the House of Assembly ; and we beg to state,
that it is with reference to these Plans, and the explanations of the Architect, and
some other calculations submitted to us, that we have arrived at the conclusions already
presented in this Report.

In
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In conclusion, we beg to remark, that if the G.overnor’s  House is to be newlv fur-
nished,  the cost of this,  and expense ir-kident to the removal of the Office~~~ maY
amount to some &3,000 or 24,000 in addition ; against this however is to be placed
the value of the present Furniture, and also the-proceeds of the sale of the Public
Grounds and erections at Fredericton, which we believe would more than meet this
latter expense.

We have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient servants,
(Signed) JOHN  ROBERTSON.

GEORGE W. PORTER,
W I L L I A M  S. CAIE.

The [-IIon, S. E, Tilley,  Prov,  Secre ta ry ,  &c, &c. 8x.

Letter from Thomas Murray, i!Zsquire,  one of the Commissioners, slating his reasons for
dissenting from the aforegoing  Report.

.(COPY*) Fredericton,  %d March, 1859.

SIR, -The Commissioners appointed to estimate and report the probable expense
of removing the Seat of Government to Saint John, agreed that I, as one of the Com-
missioners, should have an opportunity of stating my grounds of declining to accede
to or sign the Report ; and I avail mvself of the present occasion to submit for the
consideration of His Excellency the lLieutenant Governor, the reasons which have.
actuated me.

I do not concur in the Report, bccause-
1st. The plans on which the estimates specified in the Report are founded, do not

exhibit the accommodation which would be required for the present, much less the
future convenience of the Legislative Bodies, (particularlv  in regard to Committee
Xooms,)  the Departments and Qffices  to’ be removed from Fredericton, nor the
extensive and expensive fire-proof vaults and rooms at present in use in the latter,
and necessary for the preservation of the important records to be deposited in them.

2nd. The estimate of the expense of the Buildings, agreeablv even to the defective
plans submitted with the Report,  is vague, and is founded “on no specification of
architectural external or internal finish ; the meanest indee’d may be inferred from
the acknowledgment of the Architect, that the outside masonry was to be of rubble
work, and the internal plaster and wood work without mouldings;  and all precedent
justifies me in being of opinion, that even on the limited scale contemplated irl the
Plans and Report, the expense would greatly exceed the highest amount which has
been specified.

3rd. I am of opinion that in submitting anv est.imate  whatever, founded on a mere
supposition that the Citizens of Saint’ John #would present to the Province without
valuable consideration, an eligible site fcir the Legislative and Departmental Buildings,
the Report makes an unauthorized and gratuitous suggestion, which may be used as
a powerful means oi deceptive and unintelligent argument for the removal of the Seat
of Government.

4th. The Report and Plans present such cheap estimates and accommodations, as
are calculated to lead to a hasty or inconsiderate popular pressure for the adoption of
a most important public measure, which it was the intention of the Legislature to
avoid, by authorizing the appointment of Commissioners, with sufficient  powers and
opportunity to procure examined plans and specifications and tenders, which, if not
actually obligatory, wou’Id involve at least professional reputation in testimony of their
sufficiency and accuracy.

I have,  Gglc.
(Signed) THOMAS MURRAYa

The Hon. S. L. Tilley,  Provincial Secretaiy.


