
Fredericton,  October 11, 184%
SIR,--After  hoking over the Report of Messieurs Wilson and Bayard, concerning the ‘I’racadie

disease, I think it best to. confine the remarks  which I have to make to their final Summary of the
Report iu question. Their conclusion is-

1 St;. c‘ That the disease is Greek Elephantiasis.”
‘I’his  was distinctly asserted in a Report, which, in conjunction with Doctors Key, Skene, and

<Gordon,  I submitted to the Government in April, 1844.

2nd. cC That it is non-contagious.”
In opposition to this view, I maintain that the non-contagion of Leprosy has not yet been distinctly

proved. AA careful consideration of the evidence contained in the Report, and of all that had for-
merly been’ presented to my ownobservation, confirms m.e in this opinion.

This is not the proper occasibn to enter into a detailed examination of the evidence deduced pro and
con ; I consider it my duty to treat it rather as a subject of practical importance, than as a question of
abstract science. In point of fact, Medical men are not united as to the question of its contagious or
non-contagious nature ; and if Rayer’s name be with the non-contagionists, others equally authorita-
tive may be found ouposed  to them.

Diseases may be kmmarily classed into those which are unquestionably contagious ; those which
are unquestionably non-contagious ; and those whose contagious qualit.ie;z;  are donbtfnl. Regarding
the Tracadie disease as belonging to the third class,
benefit of it.

I always thought it wisest to give the public the

Apart from the evidence contained in Authors, the causes upon which I chiefly relied in enabl?ng
-me to advise the Government, were those of an unmarried Scotch Emigrant, (Alex. Stewart,) on the
Xorth West Branch of the Miramichi, whom I found labouring under the disease, and who has subse-
quently died of it ; also the cases of the two Browns and their Irish servant ; &Jr. Whitmore, and Mrs.
Gardiner,  reported to the Commission of 1844, by Mr. Key of Chatham. I confess it has surprised me to
find that Messieurs Wilson and Bayard have impugned the correctness of the diagnosis in these cases.

In regard to Stewart’s case, I have no doubt ; and as for the others, I have no hesitation in saying
that Mr. Key, from his long acquaintance with the disease Kquestion,  was well qualified to distin-
guish it from any known form of Syphilis.
further information.

On this head, however, he may be required to furnish.It
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It is obvious that unless Legislative enactments coincide with the views of the influential members
of the community which they affect, the provisions of any well considered Law may occasionally be
rendered abortive ; and if this has been the case in the present instance, there can be no objection tot
try any plan which would be likely to becure  their cordial assent and co-operation. For my own part,
I have always considered that the establishment of an Asylum and Hospital upon a proper foundation,
and the e&x&t  athinistratiort  of its inherent advantages, was fully calculated to secure the object in
view ; and the Ilfrore so, as it is there only that the resources of modern medicine could fairly cope
with this peculiar disease.

3 dr . “ That it may in particular cases be communicated by inoculation.”
This has never been denied ; but in any given case of the disease it may be almost impossible to

determine whether it has been communicated by the way of inoculation or simple contagion.

4th “ That in such cases the transfer of the disease has been dependent more upon the susceptibi-
lity of the person infected, than upon any characteristic virulence of the matter.”

The susceptibility is only shown on the appearance of the disease, and unfortunately can never be
demonstrated a priori.

5th “ That the disease is hereditary, and may, like many other hereditary taints, be developed
at an; period of life.”

Admitted.

6tl ci That it may be developed upon a grandchild, and inherited from a father who never mani-
festec?any appearance of it.”

This is uniformly the case in regard to diseases termed hereditary.
7x11. ‘( That its ravages have been accelerated and increased by impurities of person, f&x?, and air.‘”
NO doubt ; for these are the predisposing causes of all diseases, whether hereditary or contagious.

These are my general views upon the subject  of the Report in qu&bn. If the details of the Law
concerning the Tracadie disease have been evaded or ineficiently  carried out, the blame must rest
in the proper quarter ; it will always be difficult to sustain such an Institution, if private interests are
in any way arrayed against it.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your humble obedient servant,

The Honorable John S. Saunders&c, &c.
J, B, T O L D E R V Y ,  M. D., &.


